100                                    WEATHER

to form a fibre of cirrus is a thin thread of damp air
rising slowly into a current different in speed or direction
from that in which the air started.

If the rising impulse is merely the effect of the sun
heating air near the ground, the resulting wisp is a fine-
weather cirrus; but if, on the contrary, the ascent of air
is due to the upward impulse of a cyclone, then the
bundle of cirrus-fibres indicates wind and rain.

Others consider that the advent of damp upper currents
in front of a cyclone induce the condensation of vapour
at a high level into icy particles, which latter are drawn
into wisps of cirrus as they descend into lower strata.

We believe that cirrus may be formed by both
methods, but it is impossible to pronounce definitely on
the subject, till we know more of the mechanism of a
cyclone*

CIRBO-STKATOS.

We now come to the composite forms of cloudy and
here, unfortunately, we find the utmost confusion in the
words applied by different meteorologists to the same
clouds. We will first begin with cirro-stratus. By this
we mean a thin stratum of cloud which, instead of being
uniform like pure stratus, is composed of fibres of cirrus
JB any complexity, but not of streaked, fretted, or speckled
rmbecules.

Sometimes the fibres of cirrus interlace, and give this
cloud a reticulated appearance like a woven cloth, and
the variety of forms is unlimited. The cloud we call
cirro-stratus is practically identical with what Howard